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ties in Palestine. 17 It embraces a popular study of sixteen places 
intimately associated with outstanding events in Bible history. The 
introduction cursorily summarizes the results of Palestinian investiga- 
tion from Robinson to the Survey Fund. The localities studied in 
detail are such as Hebron, Bethlehem, Nazareth, Shechem, Sea of 
Galilee, Mountain of Transfiguration, Pool of Siloam, Fords of the 
Jordan, Machaerus, and Masada. Rather than the method pursued by 
George Adam Smith (whose name is incorrectly printed on pp. 82 
and 123) the author describes these places only in the period repre- 
sented by the biblical narrative. He brings to the reader the best 
obtainable information on each of the points taken up, avoiding the 
critical technique, and putting the whole in good readable form. A 
score of photographic reproductions add much to the interest of the 
narrative. The book forms an appropriate appendix to the author's 
The Land of Israel. For "Benaiah" we find "Beniah" (p. 18); for 
"El-Khalil" we note "El Khulil" (p. 42); for "twelve" we should 
evidently read "twelve hundred" (p. 73); for "1890" we should 
have "1880" (p. 182). We find no " Index of Scripture Texts " — 
always a defect in such a work. 

George S. Goodspeed. 

Ira M. Price. 

J. M. P. Smith. 



RECENT LITERATURE ON BABYLON AND THE BIBLE. 

Professor Friedrich Delitzsch has greatly stirred up many of 
the Old Testament and Semitic scholars of Germany by his Babel unci 
Bibel 1 This lecture is a popular presentation of some of the chief con- 
tributions of discoveries in Baylonia to the understanding of the 
Old Testament. It was delivered in Berlin early last year, and at the 
request of the Kaiser was repeated in the royal castle. Such regal 
recognition secured for it an immediate and wide circulation. The 
lecture points out in almost dramatic language the results of discovery 
as seen in proper names, in geographical material, in historical cor- 
roborations, in ethnological facts, in governmental methods, and in 
private life. Each of these is illustrated by one or more discoveries on 

*> Memorable Places among the Holy Hills. By Robert Laird Stewart. 
Chicago: Revell, 1902. 250 pages. $i,nel. 

' Babel und Bibel. Ein Vortrag. Von Friedrich Delitzsch. Mit 50 Abbil- 
dungen. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1902. 52 pages. M. 2. 
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the bricks of Babylonia. We find likewise that the author attributes 
the origin of several important biblical facts to cuneiform literature. 
Among these we note (1) the sabbath, in which he omits to mention 
that the nineteenth day was likewise observed; (2) the loss of immor- 
tality (p. 29); (3) the flood legends; (4) the ten ante-diluvian patriarchs. 
The Babylonian conception of Sheol has its counterpart in the Old 
Testament. The idea of angels and of God may have their beginnings 
in Babylonia, though the author's philological argument for the latter 
is rather hypothetical. That the primitive religion of the Canaanite 
tribes was monotheistic as affirmed by the author has not yet been 
proved. The illustrations are well reproduced and add beauty to 
the limpid flow of the text. The whole lecture is an enthusiastic 
entablature of the supreme importance of Babylonian literature for the 
right conception of the Old Testament. 

Babel and Bible' is a translation of the above work, though " Babel" 
is not a translation of the German " Babel." The author's recognition 
of this fact appears on p. 34, where he translates it " Babylon" in one line 
and three lines below "Babel." In general the translation is faithful 
to the original. But the one thing that does not represent the original 
work is the matter of illustrations. Of the fifty-nine cuts in this trans- 
lation, thirty-six are either entirely different from those in the Ger- 
man, or are poor wood cuts of them. There are seventeen of those 
in the German text that are not found at all in the translation. There 
are five full-page pictures in the translation and none in the original. 
A translation of a work of this kind should give the reader no such 
patched-up method of illustration, but an exact reproduction of the 
cuts of the work translated. Even with this defect the booklet will add 
to the author's already great reputation for oriental research. 

Bibel und Babel 3 is a popular treatment which aims, among other 
things, to answer some of the assertions of Delitzsch. In view of the 
similarity of Israelitish and extra-Israelitish culture, several points 
(pp. 23ft.) are to be considered: (1) Elements of culture common to 
different peoples do not necessarily presuppose that one people bestowed 
the legacy upon the other. They may have had a common source. 

* Babel and Bible. A Lecture on the Significance of Assyriological Research for 
Religion, delivered before the German Emperor. By Dr. Friedbich Delitzsch, 
Professor of Assyriology in the University of Berlin. Translated from the German 
by Thomas J. McCormack. Profusely illustrated. Chicago : The Open Court Pub. 
Co., 1902. 66 pages. 

^Bibel und Babel. Eine kulturgeschichtliche Skizze. Von Eduard Konig, 
o. Professor an der Universitat Bonn. Berlin: Warneck, 1902. 51 pages. M. 0.80. 
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The Hebrews may not owe to the Babylonian many elements claimed 
by Delitzsch to have been derived from them. (2) There are some gaps 
alongside the common elements of traditions of two nations or their 
culture, which are not to be overlooked. One such notable omission 
in the Babylonian traditions is an account of the fall of man, though 
the much-made-of picture occurs. The demons of Babylonian and 
Persian mythology (Babel und Bibel, p. 43) have no counterpart in the 
Old Testament. (3) In case we find such common elements in Israel 
and other peoples, we must not cover up or conceal the relative pecu- 
liarities of the Hebrews. For example (Babel und Bibel, pp. 31 f.) 
Delitzsch mentions " the gods smelled the sweet savor of the offering," 
but omits, "the gods assembled like flies over the offerer," and the fact 
that there was a contention between gods and goddesses. (4) Not the 
things which Israel had in common with other nations made her 
character, but what she had as her own peculiar possession. K6nig 
vigorously opposes Delitzsch's idea of monotheism originating in Baby- 
lonia (p. 37). Babylon is indeed the point of departure of many 
elements of culture, but religion possesses its classical literature in the 
Bible (p. 51). Babylonia may be called the brains of western Asia, but 
what forms the life of the Bible issues from a supra-mundane experi- 
ence, and that remains secure. In Babylonia mankind struggled toward 
heaven ; in the Bible heaven reaches down into the poor life of man. 

Babel und israelitisches Eeligionswesen* is a brochure which is 
directed against some of the positions of Delitzsch in his Babel und 
Bibel. The special points of attack are: (1) the sabbath; (2) the name of 
God, Jhw ; this latter's appearance in the inscriptions of Ham- 
murabi's time is held in doubt ; (3) the creation of the world ; (4) the 
account of the deluge. His contention in each of the specifications is 
that Delitzsch has claimed too much for the credit of the cuneiform 
literature, and that he has not carefully specified the particulars wherein 
the great differences between the Babylonian and biblical records lie. 
Regarding the Babylonian origin of Israel's monotheism, Barth says 
(p. 36) : " Between the doctrine of a pure, ethical monotheism and the 
sensual polytheism of the Babylonians, there yawns in favor of the 
Israelitish religious consciousness necessarily a precipitous gulf, over 
which no bridge leads." 

Das Alte Testament und die' Ausgrabungen % is the theme of a lecture 

1 Babel und israelitisches Religionswesen. Vortrag. Von J. Barth, a. o. Professor 
an der Universitat Berlin. Berlin : Mayer & Miiller, 1902. 36 pages. M. O.80. 

$Das Alte Testament und die Ausgrabungen. Vortrag der theologischen 
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which takes Babel undBibel as its point of departure. Simultaneously 
with the appearance of this German edition, the American Journal 
of Theology for October, 1902 (pp. 685-708), published an English 
translation. It will be seen that the chief purpose of this document, 
after pointing out that the Old Testament does not depend upon 
Babylonian culture for many of its fundamentals, is to present a critique 
of Winckler's work in the third edition of Die Keilinschriften und das 
Alte Testament. 

Another outgrowth of the present agitation over the part Babylon 
contributes to modern thought and life is Die babylonische Kultur, a 
pamphlet by Winckler. 6 This is largely a popularization of earlier 
investigations by Stucken and Winckler of Babylonian mythology and 
astrology. Winckler attempts to establish, though in a brief and cur- 
sory manner, the fact that the discoveries in Babylonia have not only 
modified, but changed our ideas of world-history. These have laid a 
new foundation for our historical structure. Nothing could be more 
interesting than to scan the proofs of such a statement. But Winckler 
side-tracks himself before he has satisfactorily established his position, 
and plunges into a maze of astrological facts and fiction. Some facts 
recognized in modern science and life, such as the measures of time, 
the signs of the zodiac, and some of the movements of the heavens, 
are doubtless due to the penetrative observation and reckonings of the 
wise men of Babylonia. Winckler's treatment, however, too often 
leaves the realm of fact and enters that of speculation, to give the 
reader assurance that he is treading upon solid ground. 

Among the discussions of the questions stirred up by Delitzsch we 
also note Im Kampfe urn Babel und Bibel by his old pupil Alfred 
Jeremias. 7 The first section is a vigorous reply to the brochure of 
Konig, noted above. On the whole and in the long run he maintains 
that Delitzsch's representation of the established results of cuneiform 
research are beyond criticism. Still he allows that Delitzsch's position 
regarding the religion of Babylonia as touching the Old Testament is 
too subjective (p. 4). He thinks, however, that the monotheism 

Conferenz zu Giessen. Von Karl Budde, o. Professor der Theologie an der 
Universitat Marburg. Giessen : Ricker'sche Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1903. 39 pages. 
M. 0.80. 

6 Die babylonische Kultur in ihren Beziehungen zur unsrigen. Ein Vortrag. 
Von Hugo Winckler. Leipzig : Hinrichs, 1902. 54 pages. M. 0.80. 

1 Im Kampfe um Babel und Bibel. Ein Wort zur Verstandigung und Abwehr. 
Von Alfred Jeremias, Pfarrer an der Lutherkirche zu Leipzig. Leipzig : Hinrichs, 
1903. 38 pages. M. 0.50. 
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declared by Delitzsch to have originated among the Canaanites was 
none other than that known among the heathen of that time. Budde's 
little book then comes in for its share of treatment. Budde's outcry is 
said to be that of one whose well constructed critical theory of the 
Old Testament is in danger (p. 16). Winckler's investigations as well 
as those of Assyriologists in general are shaking the foundations of 
the Graf-Wellhausen hypothesis, and pointing ominously to the hitherto 
too subjective method of treating the Old Testament. The second 
part of the pamphlet discusses the old oriental world and its opponents. 
It is a reply to a pamphlet which Jeremias attributes to Konig, who 
rather roughly handles Winckler's Die babylonische Kultur. Jeremias 
is clear-headed, well-informed and vigorous, and maintains, as indi- 
cated in his closing paragraph, the exaltation of the spirit of the Old 
Testament far above Babylon and its revelations. 

The close resemblance between the records of Genesis and the 
cuneiform inscriptions has inspired another treatment of the theme 8 by 
one who is an enthusiast in cuneiform mysteries. The first ten pages 
are a recital of the resemblances of the two records. Then the author 
strikes out into a piece of technical linguistics or gymnastics that few 
readers or even scholars can or care to follow. After having gone step 
by step through these intricacies we are prepared to testify to the 
author's learning and genius, to his ability to marshal his material to 
reach certain ends. But his genius is so acute, that it often helps his 
argument along by innocent-looking assumptions, which soon become 
a link in his chain. His thesis that the biblical-creation story is a 
redaction of a Sumerian Theogony and Cosmogony (p. 70), is not 
proved by the facts he presents. Such personal innuendos as we find 
on pp. 28-31 should have no place in a scholarly work. 

Ira M. Price. 

RECENT LITERATURE IN CHURCH HISTORY. 
General. 
Not long since a very intelligent professor in a large school said : 
" I suppose that not much is doing in church history at present." He 
was promptly assured that he was entirely mistaken. The historical 
method of study has awakened the liveliest interest in all departments 
of history. Many fundamental questions are up for reconsideration, 
and it looks as if nearly all history would have to be restated — in many 

8 The Creation Story of Genesis I: a Sumerian Theogony and Cosmogony. By 
Hugo Radau. Chicago : Open Court Publishing Co., 1902. 70 pages. 



